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Grand River Imaging & Photographic Society 
2010-11 Competitions & Image Clinics 

Who can participate in competitions, clinics & challenges? 

Everyone!  Participation at all levels is encouraged… competitions, clinics and challenges are a great way to get out and 
practice your new skills or build on techniques you've developed over the years.   

Submissions: 

Images are accepted at club meetings.  Digital files should be on a flash drive, CD/DVD, CF or SD card.  Please pay particular 
attention to the date that images are due.  This is generally the meeting prior to the competition, clinic or challenge 
presentation.  If you won't be attending the meeting, please ensure your images are delivered prior to the due date.  
Images will NOT be accepted by email. 

Contact: 

Gail Newland, Competition Chair gail@kgnewland.com or 
Carol Rawlings; 519-747-1514 (H) or 519-804-9190 ext.644 (W); e-mail: carolrawlings@sympatico.ca 

7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ an image clinic and a competition? 

In competition, images are scored by 3 judges, and ribbons are awarded.  At year end, scores are tallied and trophies are 
awarded for digital, print, theme and photographer of the year. Image clinics are non-competitive but are similar to 
competitions in that there are 3 judges who will comment on the images.  The purpose is to get feedback on your images – 
and maybe think about entering competition too! 

2010-11 Competition summary, in order by date images are DUE: 

Competition / Clinic Submission DUE DATE Competition date (or results) 

Grand Valley Image Battle October 12, 2010 November 7, 2010 

GRIPS In-club ROUND 1 Competition November 8, 2010 November 22, 2010 

GTCCC Competition January 10, 2011 Not determined at time of printing 

GRIPS Image Clinic January 10, 2011 January 24, 2011 

Eggbert Competition March 14, 2011 April 11, 2011 

GRIPS Image Clinic March 14, 2011 March 28, 2011 

GRIPS In-club ROUND 2 Competition April 26, 2011 May 9, 2011 

 

CAPA Competitions: 

GRIPS is a member club of the Canadian Association for Photographic Art (CAPA) and there are competitions held in both 
club and individual categories.  Further details will be provided by our representative at CAPA (Thelma Beaubien) and is 
available on their website at www.capacanada.ca 
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Grand Valley Image Battle ɀ Images due October 12, 2010 

The GVIB is an inter-club competition between camera clubs located within the approximate area of the Grand Valley.  This 
year's event will be hosted by the GRIPS on November 7 from 2:00 pm sharp until 5:00 pm, or until completion.   The 
location has yet to be determined.  Each club submits 20 images in digital or print media.  There are no categories or 
themes. 

Each GRIPS members may submit 1 or 2 images, either print or digital, for consideration by the Competition Committee to 
be included in GRIPS entry in the GVIB.   Submit your images on October 12, 2010.    The Competition Committee will 
select 20 images from all submissions for the GRIPS submission.  We first select one image from each person.  If the result is 
more than 20 images, we narrow down the selection until we have the Club’s 20 images.  If the result of the first selection is 
less than 20, we select a second image from each person and then narrow that down until we have 20 images. 

All images of the same medium will be shown together, preferably from 20 different photographers.  If there are NOT 20 
individual photographers submitting images, a maximum of 2 per photographer will be accepted. 

PRINTS for GVIB: 

Prints must be no smaller than 80 square inches (for example, 8x10 or 7x14 or 6x13, etc) and no larger than 16”X20”.  
Images must be mounted on clean, firm board (such as white or black foam core), measuring exactly 16”x20”.  Mattes are 
optional, but must be white or black only, and if a matte is not used the image must be FIRMLY adhered to the mounting 
board.  Prints may be made from film (slides or negatives) or digital files and may be commercially or maker printed.  
However, all digital processing must be done by the entrant. No identification is to be visible on the front of the image or 
matte. Identification must be on the back of the mounted print in the upper left hand corner with the following 
information:  Title, Name of maker, Name of Club, Arrow indicating the top of the print.  A digital copy of printed images is 
requested, sized digital display as below. 

DIGITAL IMAGES for GVIB:  

Files must be saved as JPEG. The colour format must be sRGB for projection standards. Images must be resized to maximum 
1024 pixels wide and maximum 768 pixels high.  All images must be presented in their proper orientation. Images will be 
shown as submitted. They will not be resized, rotated, or adjusted. Digital images should be submitted on a CD or flash 
drive. 

GRIPS IN-CLUB ROUND #1 ɀ submit images at meeting November 8, 2010 

Each ROUND of in-club competition is divided into 3 competitions: 

1. DIGITAL Competition:   Nature, Creative and Pictorial categories.  No prints 
2. PRINT Competition:  Round 1 = Colour prints 
3. THEME Competition  Theme 1 = Up close (macro); Theme 2 = Reflections 

Image preparation:  Digital images and prints must comply with the GRIPS In-club Competition Guide & Rules below. 

This will be a live judging, where scores will be announced immediately.  Judges will be encouraged to make comments as 
much as possible.  Ribbons will be presented at the club meeting on December 14. 

GTCCC competition ɀ images due January 10, 2011 
Exhibition date not determined, at the Toronto Camera Club 

This is an INDIVIDUAL competition as well as inter-club competition.  Submissions are organized by the participating clubs. 
Details to follow when made available by the GTCCC. 
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Image clinic #1ɀ submit images at meeting January 10, 2011 

This is your opportunity to receive constructive comments on your images, in a non-competitive arena (no scores or 
ribbons).   Images will be critiqued by 3 judges at the club meeting on Monday January 24, 2011.  

¶ Number of Images:  Each member may submit up to 3 images in any combination of print or digital and of any 
subject.  Images are limited to 3 per member to allow time for comments and suggestions by the judges. 

¶ Digital images: Categorize your projected images by “nature,” “pictorial,” “creative”  There is no theme. 

¶ Prints can be colour or monochrome and there is no particular subject or theme.  Judges will be asked to comment 
on overall composition and presentation. 

¶ Image preparation:  Digital images and prints must comply with the GRIPS In-club Competition Guide & Rules 
below. 

Eggbert Competition ɀ submit images at meeting March 14, 2011 

This is friendly competition between the Brantford Camera Club and GRIPS.  Each club submits 30 digital images for the 
competition. This year the Eggbert will be hosted by the GRIPS on Tuesday, Monday, April 11, 2011. 

GRIPS members may submit 2 DIGITAL images of any subject for consideration by the Competition Committee to be 
included GRIPS entry in the Eggbert Competition.  The Competition Committee will select 30 images from all submissions 
for the GRIPS submission.  We first select one image from each person.  If the result is more than 30 images, we narrow 
down the selection until we have the Club’s 30 images.  If the result of the first selection is less than 30, we select a second 
image from each person and then narrow that down until we have 30 images.  

Image clinic #2ɀ submit images at meeting March 14, 2011 

This is your opportunity to receive constructive comments on your images, in a non-competitive arena (no scores or 
ribbons).   Images will be critiqued by 3 judges at the club meeting on Monday March 28, 2011.  

¶ Number of Images:  Each member may submit up to 3 images in any combination of print or digital and of any 
subject.  Images are limited to 3 per member to allow time for comments and suggestions by the judges. 

¶ Digital images: Categorize your projected images by “nature,” “pictorial,” “creative”.  There is no theme. 

¶ Prints can be colour or monochrome and there is no particular subject or theme.  Judges will be asked to comment 
on overall composition and presentation. 

¶ Image preparation:  Digital images and prints must comply with the GRIPS In-club Competition Guide & Rules 
below. 

 

GRIPS IN-CLUB ROUND # 2 ɀ submit images at meeting April 26, 2011 

Each ROUND of in-club competition is divided into 3 competitions: 

1. DIGITAL Competition:   Nature, Creative and Pictorial categories.  No prints 
2. PRINT Competition:  Round 2 = Monochrome prints 
3. THEME Competition  Theme 3 = Wide Angle; Theme 4 = Decaying 

 
Image preparation:  Digital images and prints must comply with the GRIPS In-club Competition Guide & Rules below. 

Competition images, scores and ribbons will be presented at the club meeting on May 9, 2011. 
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GRIPS IN-CLUB COMPETITION GUIDE & RULES 

There are two rounds of in-club competition.  Each round has 3 separate 
competitions: Digital, Print and Theme.  Individuals will receive ribbons after each 
round, based on scores.  At year end, trophies and certificates are awarded for Top 
Digital Photographer, Top Print Photographer, Top Theme Photographer and 
Photographer of the Year.  PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR Trophy is awarded to the 
member with the highest accumulated score in both rounds of competitions.  To 
qualify, photographer must have entered at least one image in each of Nature, 
Creative, Pictorial, at least one Print and at least two images in Theme.  In the event 
of a tie, additional points will be added for participation in inter-club competitions, 
i.e. Grand Valley Image Battle, GTCCC and Eggbert. 

Year-end certificates will be awarded to the photographers with the top scoring 
image in each of Nature, Creative, Pictorial, Themes (1-4) and Prints (1-2). 

The same image may not be entered in more than one in-club competition, whether 
or not in previous years.  The same image may however be entered in in-club and inter-club competitions, provided they 
have not been previously entered in the same competition in previous years. 

¶ Each member may submit a maximum of 7 images per round, including at either 1 or 2 theme images 

¶ At least ONE image must be entered in the THEME COMPETITION 

¶ Maximum of TWO images may be entered in the Print competition 

DIGITAL COMPETITION  

The digital competition consists of two rounds and three categories: Nature, Creative and Theme categories. The Digital 
Trophy is awarded to photographer with highest accumulated scores of top 6 digital images, with at least one entry in each 
category.  In other words, to be considered eligible for the Digital Trophy, you must have entered at least 1 image in nature, 
creative and pictorial.  If you enter more than 6 images in total during two rounds of competition, your top 6 scores (with at 
least one in each category) will be counted. 

NATURE CATEGORY:  We have adopted the GTCCC definition so as to be compatible when entering the GTCCC competition.  
Nature Photography depicts Nature subjects, such as animals, birds, plants, geology and phenomena not produced by man. 
Evidence of the “hand of man” and man’s specialized environment is to be avoided. The accurate record of the subject is 
the primary objective. Photographs of cultivated plants, domesticated and/or obviously controlled specimens, mounted 
specimens and museum groups are ineligible. Zoo and game farm specimens, butterfly conservatory specimens etc. are 
acceptable if there is no visible evidence of the hand of man in the photograph. In addition, digital images in Nature 
Photography must follow the definition of Digital Realism: “No elements may be moved, cloned, added, deleted, 
rearranged or combined.  No manipulation or modification is permitted except resizing, cropping, selective lightening or 
darkening, and restoration of original color of the scene.  No special effect filters can be applied.  Any sharpening must 
appear natural.”  Monochrome images will be ruled ineligible. 

CREATIVE CATEGORY:  Creative photography is any image of ALTERED REALITY which may be created in the camera, in the 
dark room or through the use of digital processing.  The intent is a transformation of the original subject for artistic effect 
and the transformation should dominate the image such that the viewer will easily recognize the creative effect.  
Characteristics of a creative entry include (but are not limited to) abstraction, camera movement, manipulation, 
impressionism, multiple exposure montages, collages, extreme HDR or tone-mapped effects, etc.  All images and their 
components must have been created or generated by the member. An image that does not reflect altered reality would be 
better entered in either pictorial or nature categories, as may be applicable within the category rules. 

PICTORIAL CATEGORY:  Images can be of any subject, type or style of photography. Images may be processed in the 
darkroom, on the computer or in the camera. However, if the image displays significant altered reality, the image should be 
submitted in the Creative category.  

YEAR END TROPHIES: 
Top Print Photographer 
Top Digital Photographer 
Top Theme Photographer 
Photographer of the Year 

RIBBONS will be awarded for each 
round: 
Red: 28-30 points 
Blue: 26-27 points 
Gold: 24-25 points 
White: 22-23 points 
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Digital submissions must be accompanied by a document listing the following information: 

¶ IMAGE FILE NAME **  ¶ CATEGORY  ¶ TITLE  ¶ PHOTOGRAPHER 
**Digital files are to be named using the following protocol: 

    N_short-title_yourname.jpg  or  
  C_short-title_yourname.jpg 
  T1_short-title_yourname.jpg 
  where “N” “C” “T1” etc is a category 
  
Images must be resized to maximum 1024 pixels wide and maximum 768 pixels high.  All images must be presented in their 
proper orientation. Images will be shown as submitted. They will not be resized, rotated, or adjusted. The projection area is 
1024x768 pixels and will be displayed on a black background.  If an image is cropped or sized in such a way that it does not 
fill the 1024x768 projection area, the image will appear in the centre of the black background. 

THEME COMPETITION 

The Joyce Brant Theme Trophy will be awarded to photographer with highest 
accumulated scores in theme images. 

There are two rounds of theme competition and each round has two themes.  
Photographers must enter at least one image in theme competition and may enter 
a maximum of two images per round in either or both themes. 

Images must be resized to maximum 1024 pixels wide and maximum 768 pixels 
high.  All images must be presented in their proper orientation. Images will be 
shown as submitted. They will not be resized, rotated, or adjusted. The projection 
area is 1024x768 pixels and will be displayed on a black background.  If an image is 
cropped or sized in such a way that it does not fill the 1024x768 projection area, 
the image will appear in the centre of the black background. 

PRINT COMPETITION 

The Print Trophy is awarded to photographer with highest accumulated scores in the Print Competition. There are two 
rounds of print competition:  the first is colour prints, the second is s monochrome prints.  

Print Size:  Prints must be no smaller than 80 square inches (for example, 8x10 or 7x14 or 6x13, etc) and no larger than 
16”X20”.   

Mounting:  Images must be mounted on clean, firm board (such as white or black foam core), measuring exactly 16”x20”.  

Mattes are optional, but must be neutral colour (black, white, grey, cream) only. 

Processing: Prints may be made from film (slides or negatives) or digital files and may be printed commercially or by the 
maker.  However, all digital processing must be done by the entrant. No identification is to be visible on the front of the 
image or matte.  

Identification must be on the back of the mounted print in the upper left hand corner with the Title, Name of maker, 
Competition Date and an arrow čindicating the top of the print.  A digital copy of printed images must be submitted with 
the print. 

 

 

Supplementary document:  Competition Summary 

2010-11 THEMES: 

Round 1, Theme 1: Up close (macro) 

Round 1, Theme 2: Reflections 

Round 2, Theme 3: Wide angle 

Round 2, Theme 4: Decaying 


